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Stonpe?

Where There's a Will

By Jeff Wilson

All of the movey, property, goods, and other
personzl valnables change hands once every zen-
arztion. It has always been thar wav. Mo one has
been able to “take 1t with them.™ Even Egyphian
pharachs, although ziven ap expensive sendoff including
zold, precious stones, food, satling vessels, etc., dida’t get to keap
thelr possessions. That whick wasn't pilfared by grave robbers has been
appropriated by archeologists!
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Failure to Plan can read articles in newspapers.
miagazines, brockures, and in the
elactronic media. Buf there 13 an
nnsasiness regarding our mortality,
as If estate planning might hasten
the dav of our demuise

The majority of mballizent,
otherwize well organizad. and
m-chargs people fail 1o plan when
It COMRs T0 preparing estate mansfer
documents. Families are lef in the

lurch. Chrizstians forget to return to Viktoria Evseyeva’'s
izod a pornon of the soods He so Story

genaronsly loaped them

When I maveled to the fonmer
Soviet Union last suanmer, I didn's
expect 1o find anyope with expari-
ence in will preparation. Afer 21
for decades under the former regime
it was virteally impossible to own
property or make mansfers to rela-
tves. Thare had been no promotion
of Trust Sarvices amvwhere o the
division.

I the Western world estate
planming 13 done by only 0% or
less of the people. This amazing
Lack of planning 13 not because of 2
shormags of comupetent and effective
attorneys, financial planners, st
officers, and others who are avail-

able to provide assistance. Mar
can it be bacanse of 1gnorance of

the topic. Almost every day one

»
Stewardslup 15 a total hfestyle. It involves our health, time, talents,
snvironment, relattionshups, spituality and fmances.



As Istoodin front of a group
of 25 pastors 1o the Ukraive. I
thonsght my presantation as wall a3
miv English wounld be foreizn. I took
a deep breath apd asked “Have anv
of vou ever received a bequeast o
vour church from a church mem-
ber’s will?™

[ was gratified to s2e a half
dozen khands raised. The first was
the hand of Michael Gerdt, 2 Kiew
pastor. He told of Vikiora
Dmuimievns Evseveva. She was bap-
nzed into the Sevanth-day Adventis:
Church on Jupe 16, 1995 Between
her bapusm and ber death she faith-
fully amended church each week and
eagzerly served as church organiss

o 1990, as the newly assignad
pastor of the Fiev Adventizst Charch
=11, Pastor Gerdr vistted Victoma.
Draspita har age she
Was acnve  the
church and eager to
el evervone about
Jesus. She nevar mar-
riad znd had no close
relatives. Her joy was
belonging to God's
famuly. Her church
becamea the only lov-
ing family she ever
experispced. But she was thanking
of sigmng away bher apartment to 2
non-Adventst friend Pastor Gerde
asked if she was aware of God's
will regarding property. She said she
did not know anytlung about that

The pext day the pastor
brought her Ellen White's Cournzels
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Victorla Evasyeva

on Sigwardship, She was eager to
read it. O page 328 she read; “Lat
it ever be kept in nund that the pre-
sent selfish system of disposing of
property s not God's plan, but man's
device Christans should be reform-
ers, and break up thes present sys-
el SIVILE 3 enfirelv naw aspect
to the formanon of wills, Les the
idea be ever present that it is the
Lord's property which vou are lan-
dimng. The will of God o this moater
15 law.”

The words, while new and
unfamiliar, driven by the Holy
Spint, made a deep Impression Cos
Sabbath Viktoria approached ber
pastar. She said she had decidad to
bequeath her apartment to her
church.

Sister Vikroria died o early

2007, Several years earlier
she had preparad har
Chrstizn will, properly
slgming and reglstering it
She bagqueatked ber apart-
ment, worth about
1800000 mbles
(IS5 70,000) to God's
wiark. By Westam stan-
dards, ker poverty-leval
beguest represents a gift
equal o a lifammes of personal
mcome 1n her couniry.

With the changas that have
ocowrred 1o Fussia apd Eastern
Europs in recent vears, fanulies now
have the opportunity to own real
estate. Bembers have assets avall-
able to give through & will, Manoy
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ather Viktoria Evisvevas are ex-
tending their stewardshup bevond
their [ifetmes and makmg sinular
Imvestments in heaven.

Gifts to the Belize

Conference

In the Intar-American
Dhiviston, the Belize Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists was blessed
when Mrs, Lydia Worldsnorth
Srith's execntor umed into the
miission $256,000Bz (US5128,000)
and a2 house valued at 580.000Bz
(U5520,000% Mrs. Smith had Left
specific mestructons o her Last will
and testament o bless the church
with hear assets.

This 5336000 Bz donation
(753168, 000) became the single
miost outstanding conmibution
aiding ransiton from mission to
conference status. The cash down
pavinent for 2 new headouarters
came from this gift. The bhaulding
supplied the nseds of the nussion
and was perfact for the ransinon o
conference sTams.
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What God Says

One day the prophet Isaiah
Was Ziven a special assigmnant from

the Lord. He was to 2o to Eing
Hazakiah and give a direct verbatim

miessage from the Puoler of the Uni-
verse. The message was so vital,
50 Importawt, thar it is recorded
twice in Scriprure. You'll find 1t in
2Fangs 2001 and Isaizh 38:1. Here's
what Hezakiah beard: "This 13 what
the LOPD says: Put vour honse in
arder, bacause vou are going to die”
(zod was telling Einz Heze-
kiah directly that be was gomng o
soon die. In preparation for death
he needed o “pur [lus] house o
arder.” Whar did God mean?
The Bible 15 clear: “For we
brought nothing into the world,
and we can take nothing out of it”
(1 Timethy &7 NIV). Therefore it
makas sense thar we should be k-
g Arrangemeants, a3 good stewards,
0 ransfar our assets. We will
provide for relatives and other

depeadents. Bur we should also
rempemiber our larger famaly. Ellen
Whate sayvs, “In disposing of vour
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“In dizposing of your property by will to yvour
relatives, be sure that you do not forget God's
cause” (Ellen White, C5 328).

property by will to vour relatves, be
sure that yvou do not forget God's
cansa”™ (C5 328). She goes on to
ask: “Would you make vour prop-
erty secure” Place it in the hand that
bEELTs. the nail proot of the cracifix-

on. Fetam it in your posssssion,
aud 1t will be to your etemal Lloss.
Grive 1t to God, and from that
moment if bears His inscnption It
1z sealad with His imrotabiliny
Would vou enjoy vour substance?
Then use 1t for the blessing of the
suffermg™ (9T 31)

Understanding Wills
and Trusts

Wills and fmusts can appear to
be donmnng, but an atforney can
take the complication out. He or sha
can explam your jurisdicoon’s Laws
rezarding lagal fransfar mstnonsnrs,
can draft them for vou, and then
assist von in their execntion.

'1':-1. m’]' find mmch assistance
at wanw.willplan org. Also check for
the F]ﬂ_LEli GIVIDE iCOn On Your
conference or insttution’s website.
Yon will find valnable infonmation
mclnding the descriphions of vanous
gifning dooumenrs (like wills, revo-
cable and rrevecabla tusts, charta-
ble gift sppwities, poolad incoms
fand wvesonents, efc.) all in plain
Enzlizh. A free opline zift caloulator
15 alzso available

Lots of valuable infonmaton,
or evean i fres, no obligation consul-
tanion, 15 also availlable from your

conference or insutntonsl Planned
Gii".ug & Tmst Services friend.
They are only 2 phone call or e-mail
away. Thair sarvices are withons
or oblization Thev can help
vl g2t on the way to complatng
the crowning 2ot of stewardship.
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